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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 10/27/2010 has been entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1, 3-6, 14-15 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 



over Riseman (US 7395239) in view of Lebda (US 6385594) in view of Norris (US 5870721). 
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Re claims 1 and 6: Riseman teaches a system and corresponding method for producing and 
sending a loan document to a customer, the system comprising: a web-enabled customer 
interface which receives loan information from the customer (col. 4, lines 37-51, fig. 1); a 
network coupled to the customer interface, the network receives the loan information from the 
customer interface (col. 4, line 52 through col. 5, line 17, fig. 1); a web site coupled to the 
network, the web site prompting the customer to enter the loan information, receiving the loan 
information and merging the loan information with a loan application form to produce a loan 
application (col. 4, lines 37 through col. 5, line 17, fig. 1); a loan processor computing system 
hosting the website and storing the loan application form, the loan processor computing system 
receiving the loan application, automatically performing a credit check on the customer based on 
the loan application, the loan processing computing system determining whether the is approved 
(col. 5, lines 31-40, col. 6, lines 20-23); 

Riseman does not explicitly teach multiple branch terminals configured for receiving loan 
information at branch locations; a network coupled to the customer interface and the branch 
terminals; 

Lebda teaches the concept of multiple lenders' terminals configured for receiving loan 
information at lender locations; a network coupled to the customer interface and the lender 
terminals (abstract, figures). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Riseman to include this step as taught by Lebda for the obvious reason of 
making the loan information available to multiple lenders. 
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Riseman and Lebda do not teach the concept of performing a credit check by sending a loan 
application to a credit approval agency; a loan forms database storing forms used in the creation 
of loan documents and; a loan document creation server coupled to the loan processor computing 
system and the loan forms database, wherein the loan processor computing system, upon 
approving the loan application, automatically forwards the loan application to the loan document 
creation server, the loan document creation server generating and sending the loan document to 
the customer, based on the loan application and the accessed loan forms in the loan forms 
database, the loan document creation server sending the loan document to the customer through 
one of e-mail, facsimile, the network and a printer coupled to a network. 
However, Riseman teaches that after the final approval of the loan, the remaining steps of the 
loan process are accomplished by traditional methods (col. 7, lines 23-35). Lebda further teaches 
the computer 100 dials to the credit bureau housed on computer 500 (equivalent of performing a 
credit check by sending a loan application to a credit approval agency) to obtain Fair Isaac Credit 
Score (Fig. 5, col. 4, lines 33-41). 

Norris teaches the concept of performing credit check by sending a loan application to a credit 
approval agency ("neural network 17")(col. 6, lines 8-45, fig. 1); a loan approval determination 
based on credit check; and generating and sending loan agreement and related documentation to 
the customer via facsimile (see at least abstract, col. 2, lines 13-15 and 35-39). Furthermore, 
Norris teaches if the user has a personal computer, modem and a printer, an "electronic file of the 
documents" can be transmitted to the user (col. 4, lines 61-63). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Riseman and 
Lebda combination to include these features as taught by Norris for the obvious reason of 
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ensuring that the applicant is credit worthy and for speedy transmittal of all related and necessary 
documents between the lender and customer which are normally accomplished by traditional 
methods. 

Re claim 3: Riseman teaches wherein: the network is the internet; and the customer interface is 
one of a computer, a personal digital assistant, and a loan application kiosk (fig. 1). 

Re claim 4: Riseman does not explicitly teach, wherein the loan document includes at least one 
of a check and data relating to an electronic transfer of funds relating to the loan. However, 
Riseman teaches arranging for loan payments to be made automatically by electronic funds 
transfer (col. 7, lines 34-35). Norris teaches a loan documentation and electronic withdrawal 
from applicant's account to repay the loan (col. 2, lines 13-15). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Riseman to 
include these features as taught by Norris for the obvious reason of establishing repayment 
method for the loan. 

Re claims 5, 17-19: Riseman, Lebda and Norris combination does not explicitly teach, wherein 
the loan document includes insurance information relating to the loan, a loan approval letter, a 
loan promissory note, a loan contract. Official notice is hereby taken that including these 
documents as part of loan documentation is old and well known. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Riseman, Lebda and Norris 
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combination to include these documents for the obvious reason of providing the applicant with 
all the necessary documents regarding the loan as may be required by law. 

Re claims 14-15: Riseman, Lebda and Norris combination teaches wherein the loan application 
is received by the loan processor computing system before the loan document is generated; 
wherein the loan application is produced before the loan document is generated (see claims 1 and 
6 analyses, supra). 

Re claim 20: Riseman, Lebda and Norris combination does not explicitly teach verifying a 
customer account by sending a test transaction; and sending funds to a customer account after the 
customer account is verified. Official notice is hereby taken that this concept is old and well 
known. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to modify Riseman and Norris combination to include this feature for the obvious reason of 
verifying the customer account by allowing the lender to ensure that the account to which money 
is deposited actually belongs to the customer, thereby preventing fraud or error. 

Claims 7-13 and 16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Riseman, 
Lebda and Norris as applied to claims 1-6, 14, 15 and 17-19 above, and further in view of Cohen 
et al (USPN 5740035). 

Re claims 7 and 13: Riseman, Lebda and Norris teach all the claimed limitations as discussed 
above with respect to claims 1-6, 14, 15 and 17-19. Riseman, Lebda and Norris do not explicitly 



Application/Control Number: 09/765,137 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3691 

teach analyzing the received loan information for completeness and prompting the customer if 
the received loan information is incomplete; sending a check to the customer, the check 
corresponding to the loan contract, receiving the check and cashing a check whereby cashing the 
check indicates acceptance by the customer of the terms listed in the loan document, checking 
the validity of the check. However, Riseman and Norris both teach electronic transfer of funds. 
Furthermore, Lebda teaches a validation check to make sure that the application is complete and 
correct (col. 3, lines 6-9). 

Cohen teaches the concept of analyzing received information for completeness and prompting 
the user if the received information is incomplete (col. 4, lines 22-31). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Riseman and 
Lebda to include this prompting the user when the received information is incomplete for the 
obvious reason of ensuring that all information necessary to process the application are received. 
Official notice is hereby taken that substituting EFT for a physical check and cashing the check 
to indicate acceptance by the customer of the terms listed in the loan document, checking the 
validity of the check and verifying the customer account by sending a test transaction are old and 
well known. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify Riseman in view of Lebda in view of Norris to include these features. One would have 
been motivated to do so in order to allow the customer to receive the funds and accept the loan 
by cashing the check. 
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Re claim 9: Riseman teaches wherein receiving loan information includes receiving the loan 
information over a network (fig. 1). 

Re claim 10: Riseman teaches wherein: the network is the Internet; and receiving loan 
information includes receiving loan information from the customer through one of a computer, a 
personal digital assistant, and a loan application kiosk (fig. 1). 

Re claims 11 and 12: Riseman and Norris combination teaches, wherein the sending of the loan 
document includes sending the loan document to the customer through one of e- mail, facsimile, 
the network, a first printer coupled to the network, another network, and a second printer coupled 
to the another network (see claims 1, 6 and 14-15 analyses, supra). 

Re claim 16: Riseman and Norris combination teaches wherein the loan information is received 
before the loan document is generated (see claims 1 and 6 analyses, supra). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 



Application/Control Number: 09/765,137 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3691 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to OLABODE AKINTOLA whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3629. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30AM -5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Olabode Akintola/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3691 



